Short notes from the 2nd International Snowfinch Meeting 27. — 29. November 2025
in Sempach

Sempach, 1. 12. 2025, Franzi Korner-Nievergelt

Summary (may be used for social media)

At the 2nd International Snowfinch Meeting in Sempach last week, the exchange among
researchers on high-elevation bird species clearly indicated that the widespread population
decline and future perspectives of the White-winged Snowfinch deserves an increase in the
IUCN red list categorisation. | am happy that we started that process by planning concrete
analyses, publications and applications.

snowfinch.eu

Program

27. - 29. November: Informal meetings among Snowfinch researchers were held in sub-
groups on different topics.



All Snowfinch researchers met on 28. Nov for a short exchange of research plans and
wishes/visions (results on white board below).

A snowfinch.eu Whatsapp-community was opened. Further ideas on collaborative projects
were collected (see white board below).

alpine-biodiversity.at



28. Nov 13 - 17h: public symposium

Q VOGELWARTE.CH

Insights into the fascinating life of a high-elevation specialist

28. November 2025, 13 — 17h at the Swiss Ornithological Institute in Sempach
Room: Aquila (2nd floor), Seerose 1

Eliseo Strinella 20 years of menitoring of the Snowfinch through scientific ringing at the Gran Sasso

massif in the central Apennines Italy
EEEZ Karen Aghababyan State of the Snowfinch in Armenia
EELCIN sabine Hille Status assessment of the White-winged snowfinch in Europe
Maria Mar Delgado How are the different Snowfinch populations connected within and across
mountains?
“mum Living in the cold: Seasanal and short-term fat high
1440 |
Break
Anja Lozza of on of -winged
Snowfinches
Anne-Cathérine Gutzwiller Does bill colour reflect social status in snowfinches?
"ECZZ ichelle Eichenberger Breeding on Thin lce: How Timing Affects Snowfinch Fitness in a Warming World
ECECIN carole Niffenegger Amatter of timing - nestling growth and first-year of the White
Chiara Bettega Mo skiers, no p F alpine along ski-pistes may provide foraging
habitats for a climate-threatened species during the breeding period, offering mitigation
opportunities

Almost 40 participants, around 30 in person and 6 online.

Countries represented: Armenia, Austria, Greece, France, Italy, Spain, Switzerland



29. November: In an informal meeting, we planned the following concrete next steps:

- Publication: A common review on the past research results, build a population model based
on the current knowledge to show what information is missing to predict and assess future
population trends and develop mitigation measures. Franzi Korner-Nievergelt will inform all
snwofinch.eu-members and coordinate the publication. We plan to submit here:
https://besjournals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/hub/journal/13652656/call-for-
proposals/implications-of-changing-snowscapes

- Publication: Assess the status of the Snowfinch in the different countries and write an
application to IUCN to increase the category of the White-winged Snowfinch on the red list.
Sabine Hille will contact the Snowfinch researchers in the different countries and lead the
application.

- Grant application. All will check out possibilities for common applications.
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